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   appy New Year to 
everyone. Let’s looking 
ahead to what is in store 
from the NE AGD in 2025.

This March 7th and 8th, 
we will be co-sponsoring 
CE with the Iowa AGD 
in Des Moines related 
to Special Patient Care, 
which is a Mastertrack 
requirement. We have 
three great speakers 
lined up who will discuss 
a variety of topics.  Eric 
Recker, DDS, MAGD 
and Jon Hardinger, DDS, 
MAGD will present a 
variety of Special Patient 
information, including 
case studies that covers a 
wide range of topics for 

patient cares including 
fetal alcohol syndrome, 
wheelchair bound, 
cerebral palsy, treating 
patients in residential care 
facilities, and hospital 
care. On Saturday, Dr. 
Gene Santucci will change 
direction to discuss 
Dental Sleep Medicine, 
gaining 8 hours of CE 
in the category of Oral 
Medicine.

Heading back to 
NE, June 6th-7th will 
showcase CE related to 
Implant Dentistry.  We 
are in fi nal negotiations 
with the speaker and 
arranging for the lecture 
outline, but the goal will 
be to provide a strong 
foundation in treatment 
planning, restoration, and 
placement of implants.  
In the past, we’ve had 
a variety of speakers 
provide implant lectures 
and hands on training.  
The most popular courses 
we’ve discovered are 
generally the foundational 
course that introduce 
dentists and encourage 
them to start simple in 

their offi ce, but work 
up to more complex 
topics that have been 
presented.  Many of our 
AGD dentists who place 
implants in their offi ces 
started with high level 
courses, but added the 
live surgical experience 
CE after hitting some 
specifi c milestones in 
restoring and planning.  
Check this course out as 
soon as we announce it, 
the implant courses tend 
to fi ll up fast. 

Finally, this fall we 
will be featuring CE 
related to removable 
prosthodontics.  We 
are still evaluating our 
speaker options, so if 
you have something 
interesting you would 
propose or a great 
speaker you would like 
to see come to NE, drop 
me an email (email is 
contained in our board 
directory later in the 
newsletter). 

May you have a fantastic 
2025! 

Brian Penly, DDS 
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   appy New Year! I hope 
everyone enjoyed some 
time off and got to relax 
over the holidays. The 
barrage of goodies is 
likely slowing down and 
back to more everyday 
sort of work. Walking into 
the offi ce Monday after 
the holidays, the staff 
brought me the list of 
things that have been on 
hold. One of the issues 
was a patient I have 
been talking to for years 
about the signifi cant 
wear on his teeth. # 7 
fi nally went completely 
south so now he is 
much more motivated 
to seek treatment. 

It is a complex case 
involving implants, crown 
lengthening and opening 
VDO.  I found out from 
the periodontists that 
he has been seeking 
consults with other 
people in town and has 
a treatment plan from at 
least one other offi ce. 
When things like this 
happen, it is interesting 
to check in with one 
self and think before 
we respond. I could 
have been offended or 
relieved, but my main 
reaction was gratitude 
to the periodontist. It 
would have been nice if 
the patient had asked for 
a referral to a specialist 
or told me he wanted 
to get more opinions 
but he doesn’t owe me 
anything really. I could 
be relieved because it is 
a complicated case that 
will take years to fully 
complete and the odds 
of complications are 
high.

I have been very 
fortunate to have very 
close relationships with 

most of the specialists 
I use often. When the 
periodontist informed 
me, she was just wanting 
to make sure I was in the 
loop for what was going 
on. She is a classmate 
and friend so having her 
on my cell saves tons 
of time versus going 
through intermediaries.

There have been many 
times over the years that 
a quick call to the oral 
surgeon or endodontist 
has prevented frustration, 
both from the doctors 
and for the patients. 
I have had specialists 
go in on the weekend 
for my patients to deal 
with complications. The 
ability to ask a quick 
question has also been 
invaluable. The fi eld of 
dentistry is vast and no 
one person can have 
all the answers. If there 
is something I don’t 
know or I want a second 
opinion I will often do a 
quick phone consultation 
before the patient leaves 
so we can decide if it is 
worth the patient’s effort 

to go in for an offi cial 

consultation. Patients 

appreciate not having 

to make the trip if it isn’t 

necessary.

We are all humans 

with egos and different 

communication styles, 

but fi nding likeminded 

people you can work 

closely with makes work 

much more effi cient and 

enjoyable. If you weren’t 

as fortunate to graduate 

with your favorite oral 

surgeon, study clubs can 

be a good place to build 

a relationship. When you 

go over cases together 

it helps to get everyone 

on the same page about 

treatment plans. While 

the cookies and treats 

are nice, it’s the personal 

relationships that really 

make the GD- specialists 

relationship important.

Sarah Meyer, DDS, MAGD, 
Editor

HH

EDITOR'S
MESSAGE

Sara Meyer, DDS, MAGD
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Are you Ready?
Transition on your terms with DDSmatch

SELLERS - BUYERS - PARTNERSHIPS - ASSOCIATESHIPS - DENTAL REAL ESTATE 

Steve Kampschnieder 
DDSmatch Great Plains 
Kampy@ddsmatch.com 

402.677.6805

your terms 
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Backed by more than 140 years of experience partnering with dental practices, we are ready to step into the future 
with you. Working with us has never been more easy or convenient, and our business solutions have never been 
more comprehensive. The unmatched service excellence from our dedicated support team is just the beginning. From 
toothbrushes to CAD/CAM solutions to software to office design, find the products, equipment, technology and services 
your practice needs. Every step of the way, you’ll know what we mean by Trusted Expertise, Unrivaled Support.™

WE ARE PATTERSON.

Contact the Omaha Branch at 402.734.6655 for true local service. 
pattersondental.com 

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SUCCESS 
AT EVERY STEP
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2025 IAGD/NAGD SPRING MEETING/
MASTERTRACK/FELLOWTRACK

Friday, March 7, 2025
Lecture

7:45 am – 11:45 am
“The Moment Needs You”

with Dr. Eric Recker
1:15 pm – 5:15 pm

“Hold The Pickles, Hold the Lettuce. 
Special Needs do not upset us!”

with Dr. Jon Hardinger

Saturday, March 8, 2025 
Lecture

8:00 am – 5:00 pm
“Dental Sleep Medicine: What 

every dentist and hygienist 
should know.  Concepts, 
Treatment & Products”
with Dr. Gene Santucci

IOWA &
NEBRASKA

Both days will be held at
Hilton Garden Inn

8600 Northpark Drive
Johnston, IA

The AGD-Iowa is designated as an 
Approved PACE Program Provider by 
the Academy of General Dentistry. 
The formal continuing education 
programs of this program provider 
are accepted by AGD for Fellowship, 
Mastership and membership  
maintenance credit. Approval does 
not imply acceptance by a state or 
provincial board of dentistry. The 
current term of approval extends from 
6/1/2021 to 5/31/2025. ID# 219301
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General Information
Friday, March 7, 2025
7:15 a.m ...................................................Registration & Breakfast

7:45 a.m ...................................................Course Begins

11:45 – 1:15 p.m......................................Extended Lunch Hour

(A chance to visit the exhibitors)
1:15 p.m ...................................................Course resumes

4:00 p.m ...................................................Exhibits close

5:15 p.m ...................................................Course adjourns

** Breakfast, lunch and Coff ee breaks and lunch will be provided.

Saturday, March 8, 2025 
7:30 a.m ................................................... Registration & Breakfast

8:00 a.m ................................................... Course Begins

12 noon - 1:00 p.m .................................Lunch Hour

1:00 p.m ...................................................Course resumes

5:00 p.m ...................................................Course adjourns

Both days will be held at the Hilton Garden Inn

8600 Northpark Drive, Johnston, IA  |  515.270.8890

Course Fees
AGD Dentists: Friday Lecture Only ..................... $449 ________

(Register by 1-10-25 and receive a $50 member only discount-$399)

Non-AGD Dentists: Friday Lecture Only ............ $799 ________

AGD Dentists: Entire 2-day Event .................... $1,399 ________

(Register by 1-10-25 and receive a $200 member only discount-$1,199)

(Includes materials & meals.  Lodging not included)

Non-AGD Dentist: 2-day Event ........................ $1,999 ________

(Includes materials & meals.  Lodging not included)

Staff Member/Assistants/Hygienists (per day) ... $125 ________

Dental Students (per day) ...................................... $35 ________

Lab Techs (per day) ............................................... $175 ________

Don’t forget to take advantage of HUGE member only discounts if you 

register by January 10th!  

Register by February 20th to avoid $50 late fee!    

A block of sleeping rooms have been reserved at the 

Hilton Garden Inn for $129 until February 13, 2025. 

Ask for the “Iowa AGD” rate. To make reservations, 

call 515.270.8890.

Registration Form
Please mail registration form and payment to:  
IAGD, 2244 Stockwell Street, Lincoln, NE 68502.  
You can also register and pay online at 
www.IowaAGD.com.  

Name ________________________________________________

Staff __________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City____________________State_______Zip ________________

Phone ________________________________________________

Email (required) ________________________________________

AGD# _____________________________Non-member:   Yes

Payment Method
 Check (made payable to the IAGD)

 Credit card      Credit card type: ________________________

Amount: ______________________________________________

Credit card # __________________________________________

Exp. Date_______________  code on back _________________

Credit Card Address (if di� erent from above)

______________________________________________________

Credit Card City, State & Zip (if di� erent from above)

______________________________________________________

Phone (if di� erent from above) ________________________________

Signature _____________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________

PLEASE NOTE:  A $60 processing fee will be applied to all 
persons requesting a refund (lecture only) or $100 processing 
fee will be applied to all person requesting a refund (both 
days)).  No refunds be issued after February 10, 2025.        

You will receive an email confi rmation only when your 
registration is processed.  

Questions? Contact the IAGD Offi ce at 402.438.2321 or 
email julieberger50@gmail.com.

We now offer a 25% discount on any lecture, weekend MT or the 

entire MT class for a new grad/young dentist (each CE offered), 

up to their 5th year out.  (i.e., dental student graduated in 2023, 

their 1st year out would be 2024.  They would get this discount 

for 2024-2028.)  (Must be an AGD member) 

See Next Page for 
Speaker/Schedule Information

Exhibits, Prize drawingsand so much more!
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SPEAKERS – 
FRIDAY
Dr. Eric Recker  
Dr. Eric Recker, MAGD, is 
a dentist, husband, father, 
keynote speaker, elite success 
coach, author, pilot, mountain 
climber, and recovering 
triathlete. In his second half 
of life, he is committed to 
helping people reduce chaos 
and live the life they were 
meant to live by learning to 
#WINtheNOW

Dr. Jon L. Hardinger
Jon L. Hardinger DDS, 
MAGD practices dentistry 
in Mason City, Iowa. He 
has been an AGD member 
since graduating from the 
University of Iowa College 
of Dentistry in 1979. Dr. 
Hardinger is also the editor 
for the Iowa Academy 
of General Dentistry. Dr. 
Hardinger has served the 
needs of special need 
patients for his entire career 
and that includes taking his 
services to the residents at a 
care facility, seeing them in 
his offi ce, and taking them 
to the local hospital, where 
he is on surgical staff for 
same day surgery. He also 
consults with the hospital 
on patients seen there 
who need to have dental 
clearance for their surgeries.

SPEAKER – 
SATURDAY
Dr. Gene Santucci   
Dr. Gene Santucci is an 
Associate Professor in the 
Department of Preventive 
and Restorative Dentistry at 
the University of the Pacifi c 
Dugoni School of Dentistry, 
San Francisco, CA. He is co-
director of the Dental Sleep 
Mini-Residency Program, 
and Content Coordinator 
for Sleep Medicine. He also 
holds a Masters Degree in 
Educational Psychology and 
Counseling.(Cont. PG10)

LECTURE
FRIDAY, MARCH 7, 2025
(8 hrs. AGD Special Needs Lecture Credit)

MORNING – "THE MOMENT NEEDS YOU"
WITH DR. ERIC RECKER

Dentistry for patients with special circumstances is hard. 
We will explore the relationship between the challenges 
with treating this patient population and our ability to be 
ready for the challenges.  The bottom line is this- if we 
do not have good systems and habits in place, we will be 
drained, possibly even empty, and ill-equipped for the 
unique needs our patients present to us.

During this lecture program practitioners will:

• Learn a strategy to communicate within our teams where we are 

in the present moment in terms of energy reserves

• Assess the complications and commitments in our lives and 

determine what needs to stay and what needs to go.

• Introduce strategies and systems to ensure we are making good 

choices in relation to our energy levels

• Learn new strategies for managing communication with special 

care patients

• Develop a strategy for being fully present so that we can 

manage all of our patient interactions, not just those with 

special needs

• Understand the role of chaos in our lives and practices and how 

to reduce it

AFTERNOON – "HOLD THE PICKLES, 
HOLD THE LETTUCE.  SPECIAL NEEDS 
DO NOT UPSET US!" 
WITH DR. JON HARDINGER

This is an opportunity for you to bring some vigor and 
careful care to these patients. 

If special needs care were a contagious condition, I’ve 
gotten the bug from these infectious patients who will 
hook you and sneak in your heart with their antics, their 
gifts, and their unique personalities. Once infected, 
the attitude and care is usually greater than the actual 
treatment you can give to regular patients, so learn to 
go with them on their dental journey. Be with them on 
their dental journey, knowing they can be helped with 
things that they cannot do for themselves. 

Case Studies that illustrate aspects of special need patients. 

A. Fetal Alcohol Syndrome, 

B. Cerebral Palsy

C. Wheelchair bound

Residential Care facility care

A. Instructing the staff on home care

B. Desensitization 

C. Screening for Hospital

In my offi ce care

A. Patients who cannot sit back in the chair

B. Patients who have high decay risk

C. Patients who have Chronic Adult Periodontitis

D. Recent medical events who need care

Hospital care

A. Walking through our steps to make a Hospital Same Day 

Surgery appointment

B. Bringing the tub to the hospital and the laptop 

Folks that are tending that way in private practice

A. Hearing problems

B. Seeing problems

C. Dementia

LECTURE
SATURDAY, MARCH 8, 2025
(8 hrs. AGD Oral Medicine Lecture Credit)

"DENTAL SLEEP MEDICINE: WHAT 
EVERY DENTIST AND HYGIENIST 
SHOULD KNOW.  CONCEPTS, 
TREATMENT & PRODUCTS"
WITH DR. GENE SANTUCCI

The program will provide a unique understanding of 
how sleep disorders impact the oral environment and 
will equip attendees with the confi dence to treat their 
patients with sleep disorders should they choose to.

By the end of the program, attendees will have gained critical 

knowledge on:

• The ADA's policy regarding DSM for the General Practitioner

• The Gnathostomatic system and its functions in health and 

disease

• The health co-morbidities related to disturbed sleep

• The best products for treating in an acid environment

• Snoring and bruxism in children

• The differences in bruxism

• The role of staff, hygiene, and front desk support as a team effort

• Periodontal disease, disturbed sleep, what’s the connection?

• Alzheimer’s disease, periodontal disease a relationship, really?

• A short “hands on” for Quick Splint Fabrication for emergency 

TMD symptoms

• New products of interest

• Catapult Grow:  What is it, how can it help my practice to save 

money?

Both days will be held at Hilton Garden Inn, 8600 

Northpark Drive – Johnston, IA

If you attend the both days, you will receive 8 hrs. AGD 
Special Patient Care (subject code 750) Lecture Credit 
and 8 hrs. AGD Oral Medicine (subject code 730) Lecture 
credit.  If you choose, participation credit may be earned 
by presenting a clinical homework assignment after the 
course and presenting in September (Iowa) or October 
(Nebraska) of 2025.  There is an additional fee of $400.   
If you choose to present, you will receive 16 hrs. of 
participation credit in 750 and 16 hrs. of participation credit 
in 730.  (Participation credit will be awarded after your 
case presentation.  No lecture credit will be given if you 
choose to present). 
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Water Fluoridation Legislation
In the October 2024 issue of the NAGD Newsletter, Dr. 
Bob Roesch wrote an article regarding the legislation 
on water fluoridation that will be reintroduced in this 
session of the Unicameral. Senator Ben Hansen did 
reintroduce LB147 on January 8th (to view, scan QR 
code on the right). It would require 
communities to place a fluoridation 
measure on the ballot affirming that 
they want to continue fluoridating 
their water.

As Dr. Roesch stated in his article “Senator Hansen’s 
argument for this legislation is that fluoride in the 
water is associated with lower IQ scores. He uses some 
questionable research articles to support his bill. There 
are no valid, peer-reviewed scientific research articles 
that show any adverse effects of optimally fluoridated 
water. Fluoride is a mineral that exists naturally in 
water supplies. Water fluoridation is the simple 
adjustment of existing fluoride in water to a level that 
helps prevent dental decay with no adverse effects. 
The benefits of fluoridated water have been shown to 
reduce dental decay by 25% over a person’s lifetime.” 

The NAGD will be watching this bill. If you have any 
questions on this legislation, please contact either of 
our Co-Legislative/Advocacy Chairs; Dr. Bob Roesch or 
Dr. Tom St. Germain or the NAGD Office. 

The AGD released the following statement below:

Academy of General Dentistry Reiterates Support 
of Water Fluoridation 
	 • by AGD Staff 
	 • Nov 26, 2024

Warning Changes Could Impact Public Health

November 26, 2024—The Academy of General 
Dentistry (AGD) maintains that fluoride, when used 
appropriately, is safe and effective in preventing and 
controlling dental decay and expresses concern over 
recent statements by Florida Surgeon General Joseph 
Ladapo, MD, to end community water fluoridation. 

“The controlled addition of a fluoride compound 
to public water supplies is considered to be the 
most cost-effective way to prevent cavities and fight 
tooth decay,” said Chethan Chetty, DDS, MAGD, 
AGD President, “AGD is reiterating its support 
of this important health measure and cautioning 
communities and other government agencies from 
modifying water fluoridation programs. By drinking 
optimally fluoridated water, all members of society — 

regardless of income, education or ethnicity — can 
benefit from better oral health. We support the use of 
public funds to assist local and state governments in 
seeing that their public water supplies are adequately 
fluoridated.”

The U.S. Health Service has established that the 
optimal concentration for fluoridation is 0.7 parts per 
million.1 This range effectively reduces tooth decay 
while minimizing the occurrence of dental fluorosis. 
Fluoride helps prevent tooth decay by making teeth 
more resistant to acids derived from bacteria in 
the mouth and certain foods and drinks that attack 
enamel.

According to generally accepted scientific research, 
fluoride remains safe at the concentrations found in 
optimally fluoridated water and is a community health 
measure that benefits children and adults. Regular use 
throughout life will help protect teeth against decay. 
All water supplies, including bottled water, should 
have appropriate fluoride levels. All fluoridated items, 
including toothpaste, should be used as recommended 
by a dentist.

Tooth decay affects more children in the United States 
than any other chronic infectious disease, according 
to the CDC. They state that, if left untreated, tooth 
decay can cause pain and infections that hinder 
eating, speaking, playing, and learning. The problem 
is pervasive, with 92% of adults aged 20 to 64 having 
had dental caries in their permanent teeth.2 This 
number has been found to increase when fluoride is 
removed from community water supplies.

“The AGD encourages state and local governments 
to provide effective levels of fluoride in public water 
systems to reduce the prevalence of dental caries in 
their population,” Chetty concluded.

1. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Federal Panel on Community Water Fluoridation. 
“U.S. Public Health Service Recommendation for 
Fluoride Concentration in Drinking Water for the 
Prevention of Dental Caries.” Public Health Reports, 
vol. 130, no. 4, July–August 2015, pp. 318-331, doi: 
10.1177/003335491513000408.

2. “Dental Caries (Tooth Decay) in Adults (Age 20 
to 64). National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research, www.nidcr.nih.gov/research/data-statistics/
dental-caries/adults. Last reviewed July 2018, accessed 
21 August 2019.
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• Schedule: We like to have some idea of content coming it. We ask bloggers 
to give us an idea of when they would like to share content so that we can 
schedule it. We are very fl exible. We’ll reach out to you to schedule dates or 
send us some ideas you may have for when you’d like to submit blog posts. 
If something comes up that you’d like to respond to, just let us know and we 
can post it right away!

• Draft post: This should be between 300 and 600 words and describe 
anything that is of interest to you that relates to your life as a general dentist. 

• Preparation for Posting: The Communications team will review and make 
edits to your post. If we need clarifi cation on content, we will reach out to you 
for clarifi cation. Otherwise, we will schedule your post.

• Distribution: Once the post is ready, we will add it to the Daily Grind blog 
and send out an email to the subscriber list. We will also share the content on 
AGD’s social media channels and in our e-newsletters.

• Next post: We want to keep our audience engaged, so we ask that you keep 
content coming. So, after you’ve completed a post start thinking about your 
next submission. 

• Got Writer’s Block?: The Communications team is available to talk you 
through ideas. Our members are facing similar experiences and enjoy 
learning from each other, so think about how what’s happening in your life 
and practice might help others. Your AGD is here to help.

HOW IT WORKS:

THE DAILY GRIND BLOG - AGD
The Daily Grind blog represents a great way for AGD members and the dentistry profession 
to hear stories from their colleagues. This type of messaging is especially valuable since it's 
an opportunity to connect on a peer-to-peer basis. We can discuss specifi c areas of focus, or 
you can pick your own topics. Scan QR code to the right to check it out. Dr. Kosinski and Dr. 
Stanleigh do a great job of describing the opportunities. Keep in mind, we need your ideas and 
content. We handle all posting to our website and sharing it through email and social media. 

If you are interested in writing a blog post, please contact 
Kristin Gover, Director of Communications at the AGD. She 
can be reached at 312.440.4116 or kristin.gover@agd.org. 

We are fortunate to have one of our very own, Dr. Cassandra 
Pietrok, who wrote a blog. See her blog post on the following 
page, or scan the QR code. Dr. Cassandra Pietrok
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THE DAILY GRIND BLOG:
Continuing Dental Education O� ers a Lifetime 
of Memories for the Whole Family
by Cassandra Pietrok, DDS, MAGD

When my children were in grade school, if you asked them what they 
looked forward to in the upcoming year, they would have said their 
birthday, Christmas, and the AGD national meeting.

For several years, our entire family would travel to the AGD meeting. 
My husband Gary would take the kids to see the sights around the 
meeting city, and I would a� end CE classes. � e three of them would 
plan ahead of time where they would go and what they would do. While 
I planned which classes I wanted to take. (Learn more about AGD2024 in 
Minneapolis, July 17-20.)

Some of our most memorable trips were to Nashville, 
Washington DC, and Los Angeles. Each night, the children would 
give me the rundown of their day. In Nashville, they went to an 
amusement water park, had a river cruise in the hotel, visited 
the Grand Old Opry and drove to Huntsville to the the US 
Space and Rocket Center. In Washington DC, they went to the 
Capitol, the White House, went to President Washington’s home, 
Mount Vernon, and walked the Ge� ysburg historical site. In 
Los Angeles, they spent several days riding the rollercoasters in 

Disneyland and Knots Berry Farm and had a trip to Sea World. 

AGD’s scientifi c sessions focus on providing hands-on learning 
experiences for general dentists. Still, the meetings are usually 
in cities that o� er exciting entertainment or fun vacation 
excursions for the participants and their families. I know many 
of my peers I saw during the day in my courses also brought their 
families to take advantage of these unforge� able experiences.  

Now, my children are grown up and married, but they still talk 
about how wonderful it was to have mom go to a dental meeting. 

� ey had Dad all to themselves and were able to have fun adventures. My husband 
said how wonderful it was for him to really connect with the kids as they spent 
their time together. Between his work and travel schedule, he was not home every 
night, so having this time to be a dad was really special for him. 

For me, si� ing in class receiving top-notch education while ge� ing a 
text and picture of them on the rides ... Priceless. 
Cassandra Pietrok, DDS, MAGD, a general dentist from Omaha, Nebraska, is a 
member of the AGD Communications. Council. Her passion for helping people 
master their cra�  includes developing the Nebraska AGD MasterTrack program. 
In addition to continuing education courses in all aspects of dental health care, Dr. 
Pietrok also spends her time volunteering and organizing missions, contributing to 
charitable work throughout the community, and ensuring that all of our patients 
receive the high-quality care they deserve!
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by Tom St Germain, DDS, FAGD

As we jump into (or were 
thrown into, depending on your 
perspective) 2025, if you’re 
like me, you are re-evaluating 
memberships/subscriptions/costs 
to find some way to optimize your 
spending. Your AGD membership 
comes with many opportunities 
to save on things you already 
spend on or enhance your office 
team! Everything from discounts 
on office and dental supplies 
to malpractice discounts; if you 
haven’t checked into these, it 
could be a nice benefit for you. 

One of the best-known benefits 
is the Dentists Advantage 
Malpractice coverage. Now this 
isn’t something we dentists go 
changing that often in our careers, 
but did you know that if you are 
an AGD member you will get free 
coverage for that first year out 
of school? Just your regular old 
AGD member will get 10% off 
premiums, Fellows get 15% off, 
and Masters get 20% off! This can 

mean dollars in your pocket right 
away, so you can spend more 
money on CE!

Lesser known benefits include All 
Star Dental Academy offers $400 
discount for customer service 
training for your team (they have 
a free e-book, so you can check 
if they are the right flavor of 
training for you), Dental Health 
Products which is a dental supply 
discount group that uses group 
purchasing to get you discounts 
and handpiece repair, Dental 
Card Services Alliance credit card 
processing which claims to save 
the average dental office 30% 
in processing fees (free terminal 
too!), Student Loan refinancing 
with SoFi gets members 0.25% off 
on your rate when you refinance, 
and lots more!

Go to “Exclusive Benefits” on 
AGD.org and click around a bit. 
You are sure to find something 
you can use to very quickly 

optimize your practice. There are 
even DisneyWorld discounts for 
your next family vacation or even 
car rental discounts for when 
you attend the AGD meeting in 
Montreal this summer!

Respectfully submitted,

Tom St Germain DDS FAGD 
Regional Director, Region 10

JANUARY 2025 

Regional Director's  
Report

Dr. Santucci has presented nationally and internationally on the 
topics of dental sleep medicine, ADHD in children and sleep related 
disorders, occlusion, aesthetics, temporomandibular disorders, 
photography, functional anatomy of the gnathostomatic system and 
the fabrication and delivery of night guards. He is a published author 
contributing to numerous articles in refereed journals and abstracts, 
along with a task force report regarding sleep medicine, and course 
content in dental education. His textbook contributions include: 
Patient Examinations in an Esthetic Dentistry Practice, Headache and 
Facial Pain.
Dr. Santucci has been awarded membership in the following 
associations: the American College of Dentists, Pierre Fauchard 

Academy, American Academy of Integrated Pain Management, 
American Dental Educators Association, American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine, American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine, 
California Sleep Society, American Association of Oral Systemic 
Health, American Dental Association and California Dental 
Association. He is a member of Catapult Education's Speakers 
Bureau and reviews dental products for them.

Dr. Santucci’s goal is to encourage all dental professionals to 
become the first line of defense regarding the evaluation, referral, 
and treatment for the various types of sleep disturbances from 
snoring to obstructive sleep apnea in children and adults.

2025 IAGD/NAGD SPRING MEETING/MASTERTRACK/
FELLOWTRACK: SPEAKER – SATURDAY: Dr. Gene Santucci (Cont.)



WINTER 2025  |  Nebraska Academy of General Dentistry 11

President
Brian Penly, DDS
402.206.9619
penlydds@protonmail.com

President-Elect/Editor:
Sarah Meyer, DDS, MAGD
402.333.1120
scmeyerdds@gmail.com

Vice President
Veronica Sule, BDS
319.519.3026
verosasule@gmail.com

Immediate Past President/
Mastertrack Committee  Co- 
Continuing Education Chair
Matt Serbousek, DDS
308.381.0167
mserbo@outlook.com

Co-Continuing Education Chair/
Co-Mastertrack Chair: 
Burke Noel, DDS, MAGD
402.331.0828
r.burke.noel@gmail.com

Secretary
Alvin Samuels, DDS
402.541.5158
arsamuelsdds@gmail.com

Treasurer
Amy Fournier, DDS, MAGD
402.486.4744
amyfdds@gmail.com

PACE Coordinator 
Wesley Parks, DDS
402.484.6042
mochfrap@earthlink.net

Co-Legislative/Advocacy Chair  
Bob Roesch DDS, MAGD, LLSR
402.727.7331
bkndooz@gmail.com

MasterTrack Committee
William Kathrein, DDS, MAGD, 
LLSR
402.397.5333
billkathrein@gmail.com

Student Membership Chair
Rachel Ward, DMD, MAGD
314.435.0019
rwarddmd@gmail.com

Member at Large:
Cameron Aitken, DDS
402.371.8780
Aitken.m.cameron@gmail.com

Co Legislative/Advocacy Chair
Region 10 Regional Director
Tom St. Germain, DDS, FAGD
402.330.2243
dr.tom.stgermain@gmail.com

Member at Large
Nick Kanning, DDS
402.312.1917
Nicholas.kanning@mdpweb.net

Social Media Chair
Dennis Martin, DDS, MAGD
402.488.7020
Molardr86@gmail.com

Region 10 Trustee:
Brad Anderson, DDS, FAGD
701.306.1742
Brad.andersondds@gmail.com

Executive Director:
Julie Berger
Offi ce:  402.438.2321
Cell: 402.440.8450
julieberger50@gmail.com

NAGD Board of Directors

by Tom St Germain, DDS, FAGD



2244 Stockwell Street
Lincoln, NE 68502

SAVE
  

DATES

Visit our NAGD website at 
www.NebraskaAGD.org 
for more information 
on future courses. Or 
contact the NAGD Offi ce 
at 402.438.2321 or at
info@NebraskaAGD.org 

MARCH 7 & 8, 2025
NAGD/IAGD JOINT SPRING 
MEETING/TRACK SPECIAL NEEDS/
SPECIAL PATIENT CARE/ORAL MED/
ORAL PATH – SPEAKER
LOCATION – HILTON GARDEN INN, JOHNSTON, IA
This will be a joint course with Iowa AGD
(see registration information on pages 4-6)

JUNE 6 & 7, 2025
NAGD ANNUAL MEETING/TRACK 
IMPLANTS - SPEAKER – TBA
LOCATION – TBA

OCTOBER 17-18, 2025 (TENTATIVE)

NAGD FALL MEETING/TRACK 
REMOVABLE – SPEAKER TBA
LOCATION - TBA

Nebraska Academy of General Dentistry

The Nebraska AGD also offers an online Minimal Sedation Renewal Course & 
Fellowship Review Course.  It is available on our website at www.NebraskaAGD.org 
along with other courses. 
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