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President’s 
Message

N

I f you haven’t noticed the extra traffi c in 
mornings, football and hunting season starting, 
and the dreaded homework at night; then you 

might not have noticed that summer is over and fall is 
upon us. I hope everyone had a great summer and are 
looking forward to a wonderful transition to fall. Just 
think 14 more weeks til Christmas…OOPS I said it! 

I would like to congratulate everyone that received 
their award of FAGD and MAGD this summer in San 
Francisco. If you missed the meeting this year I would 
encourage you to attend next summer’s AGD annual 
meeting in Boston. A question always comes up 
regarding our Master Track program and ‘NO’ you do 
not need to have your FAGD prior to starting. Most 
people achieve their FAGD while in the Master Track. I 
can attest to how this program has benefi ted me both 
professionally and personally. 

Speaking of fall, the NAGD just fi nished up their fall 
Mastertrack. It was a one day lecture and two days of 
hands on with Dr. Richard Mounce. The lecture had 
a HUGE turnout and the weekend was well received. 
A little look into the future brings us Dr. Hornbrook 
in June 2016, Dr. Gerner in fall 2016, and Dr. Salama 
in spring 2017. These are well respected colleagues 
and I would encourage everyone to sign up as soon as 
possible so you aren’t left out. 

Again I would like to thank you for allowing me to 
be President and would like to specifi cally thank our 
Executive Director, Julie Berger, for her outstanding 
devotion to the NAGD. 

Fall is Here!
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Co-Editor’s 
Message

 Dr. Noel noted in his 
presidents message 
that the NE AGD 

is working hard to continue 
bringing quality CE to 
Nebraska. As a board member, 
I have had multiple dentists 
approach me to ask why the 
prices have gone up in recent 
years. In the boardroom, we 
have had similar discussions 
and I would like to share the 
thought process.

We have set out to accomplish 
keeping annual member fees 
low and to bring the best 
possible CE to Nebraska. 
At under $2,000 per session 
(for a full weekend including 
hands-on training), we have 
been able to bring in world-
class CE across topics to 
include Drs. Massad (removable 
prosth, Hornbrook (fi xed 
prosth, Koerner (OS), Gerner 

Brian B. Penly, DDSN

(occlusion), Mounce (endo), and 
Salama (perio). 

How does this actually happen? 
Each high-end speaker attracts 
a fair number of corporate 
sponsors. These sponsors 
offset cost through fi nancial 
and resource donations. Often 
times, these speakers bring 
their own sponsors with them 
to help defray costs, and then 
the NAGD continues to recruit 
more to continue lowering the 
cost, giving us a price point 
that can be lived with. The 
NAGD has been able to build 
on each success and continue 
recruiting the highest quality 
speakers.

I am classifi ed as a new dentist 
and my initial reaction was to 
argue for lowering prices. After 
attending multiple sessions and 
then taking a national view, I 

have come to the realization 
that this is a fair price point. 
For example, attending a 
Dr. Ruddle or Buchanan 
endondontic lecture can easily 
double or triple the price of 
attending our hands-on with 
Dr. Mounce. Though you won’t 
get a weekend in California 
wine country, the cost is 
signifi cantly lower and travel 
time is signifi cantly reduced, 
thus lowering opportunity 
cost in terms of time of lost 
production. 

As a Nebraska dentist, I 
appreciate being able to see 
these speakers in my own 
backyard. If we continue to get 
such great support from our 
member base, this can continue 
for years to come. As always, 
if you want your voice heard, 
contact any board member and 
we’ll work on your behalf.
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 Distinguish yourself professionally by taking quality 
continuing education (CE) courses while working 
toward earning your Fellowship Award (FAGD) 

in the Academy of General Dentistry (AGD). Becoming a 
Fellow or Master in the AGD is a concrete way to show 
your community that you really care about their oral health. 
Earning these awards shows you go above and beyond 
earning basic CE credit to ensure that you remain on the 
cutting edge of treatment techniques. To qualify for the 
2016 Fellowship Award, you must:

•  Have been an AGD member since at least Dec. 31, 
2012.

•  Complete at least 500 hours of FAGD/MAGD-approved 
CE as an AGD member.

•  Have passed the AGD Fellowship Exam.

•  Be a licensed dentist in good standing with no license 
suspensions or revocations within the past fi ve years of 
applying. 

To qualify for the 2016 Mastership Award, you must:

•  Be a Fellow in the AGD.

•  Complete at least 1,100 hours of FAGD/MAGD-
approved CE as an AGD member, 400 from hands-on 
courses.

•  Meet a minimum number of required CE hours in 16 
dental disciplines. 

•  Be a licensed dentist in good standing with no license 
suspensions or revocations within the past fi ve years of 
applying. 

To qualify for the AGD 2016 Fellowship or Mastership 
Awards, all requirements must be met no later than Dec. 
31, 2015. Additionally, all applications for the AGD 2016 
Fellowship and Mastership Awards must be received by 
the AGD no later than Dec. 31, 2015. All applications are 
reviewed individually by the AGD Dental Education Council. 
Approval decisions will be sent to applicants by March 31, 
2016.

Once approved for the award, applicants must take part 
in a Convocation Ceremony within three years. The 2016 
Convocation Ceremony will take place Saturday, July 
16, 2016, at AGD 2016 in Boston. Questions about the 
AGD Fellowship and Mastership Awards can be sent to 
education@agd.org.

Congratulations
Drs. Low & Thomas

 

The NAGD receives phone calls occasionally 
regarding classifi ed advertising.  At the June 
Board meeting, your NAGD Board of Directors 
decided to start offering a “classifi ed ad” section 
in the NAGD Newsletter.  The cost for classifi ed 
advertisements in each issue is: 
  Members: $30 for 40 words; 40 cents for each 

additional word. 
  Non-members: $50 for 40 words; 40 cents for 

each additional word. 
  Rates include a listing in the NAGD newsletter. 
  All ads must be paid at time of placement with 

credit card or check. 
  Ads must be received via email in word 

document.  

Questions? Contact the NAGD offi ce at 402.438.2321

New Benefi t Classifi ed Advertising

Apply Now for AGD 
2016 Fellowship or 
Mastership
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Regional 
Director Report

wants to pay for your 
cable TV, or your 
automobile oil changes, 
or your children’s college 
tuition? Think about the 
potential increase in 
membership if even one 
of those items could be 
offered!!!

But alas, the chances 
for ANY of those 
things happening falls 
somewhere between nil 
and zero. AGD members 
will have to console 
themselves with the 
benefi ts currently offered 
by the organization...
quality CE, nominal 
savings on car rentals 
and hotel stays, and 
limited advocacy in 
the national political 
arena. Not as good as 
free cable, but a close 
second.

Recently I was appointed 
to several subcommittees 
within the Regional 
Director Board. There 
is one in particular that 
has failed to capture 
my imagination. It is 
the Online Training 
Subcommittee, which 
promotes an attempt to 
provide members with 
online training modules 
that deal with subjects 

There has been 
little in the way of 

signifi cant news since 
the AGD Annual Session 
in San Francisco last 
June. I really wish that 
I had something that 
would generate some 
excitement regarding 
membership in our 
organization.

I’d love to be able to 
tell you that AGD dues 
will be reduced...or that 
AGD members will be 
offered free healthcare 
insurance. What if I could 
honestly say that our 
national organization N

Nebraska
Future NAGD CE/Mastertrack Dates

Save
the 

Dates

June 3-5, 2016
NAGD Annual Meeting

Dr. David Hornbrook — “Hot Topics in Aesthetic & 
Restorative Dentistry” • Cornhusker Marriott Hotel, 

UNMC College of Dentistry, Lincoln
 

October 28-30, 2016
NAGD Fall Mastertrack

Dr. James Gerner — “Occlusion Based on Biologic 
Models of Health” • Embassy Suites Downtown, 

UNMC College of Dentistry, Lincoln
 

June 2-4, 2017
NAGD Annual Meeting

Dr. Maurice Salama — Periodontics 
Cornhusker Hotel/

UNMC College of Dentistry, Lincoln

like...say...“Duties 
of the Treasurer” or 
“Responsibilities of 
the President.” I have 
found the modules to 
be painfully boring. 
Needless to say, I do not 
support the program, 
and I will oppose any 
additional funding for 
it, at least until they 
come up a more suitable 
presentation. I simply 
cannot imagine that 
the rank and fi le AGD 
member will utilize this 
sort of training.

On a fi nal note, I’d like 
to thank all the NAGD 
members that have sent 
comments and opinions 
to me regarding these 
reports. I appreciate 
knowing that there are 
lots of individuals in this 
state that have my back.

It continues to be my 
pleasure to serve the 
AGD members of 
Region 10. If there is 
ever anything that I can 
do for you, please don't 
hesitate to contact me.    

Visit our NAGD website at www.NebraskaAGD.org for more 
information on future courses. Or contact the NAGD Offi ce 

at 402.438.2321 or at info@NebraskaAGD.org  
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ANNUAL MEETING • JUNE 3 & 4, 2016

“Hot Topics in Aesthetics and Restorative Dentistry”
with Dr. David Hornbrook

David Hornbrook, DDS, FAACD, 
a gifted clinician and product 
researcher turned mentor, guides 

meeting participants to the realization that 
they, too, possess the ability to practice 
aesthetic dentistry at the very highest level. 
He is one of dentistry’s most famous 
faces and one of the pioneers of live—
patient, hands—on clinical education, 
as the founder and past director of LVI, 
Pac—live and the Hornbrook Group. He 

has been a guest faculty member of the post—graduate programs 
in Cosmetic Dentistry at Baylor, Tufts, SUNY at Buffalo, UMKC, and 
the UCLA Center of Cosmetic Dentistry. Dr. Hornbrook lectures 
internationally on all facets of aesthetic and restorative dentistry 
and has published articles in all of the leading dental journals. 
A prolific researcher and materials enthusiast, he consults with 
numerous manufacturers on product development and refinement. 
Dr. Hornbrook’s warm and engaging style earns him the highest 
possible marks from participants and meeting sponsors. 

“Hot Topics in Aesthetics and Restorative Dentistry”
Friday & Saturday, June 3 & 4, 2016
(16 hours CE/AGD Fixed Lecture Credit) 

Optimizing success through materials choice, proper diagnosis 
and planning!

For the past decade, the search for invisible, beautiful dentistry 
has been the goal of both the clinician and the manufacturers. 
Coupled with the public’s quest for ideal aesthetics and a youthful, 
white smile, as the journey continues, it has also become more 
difficult. More difficult because our patients are more demanding 
for perfection today than ever before and more confusing because 
of the vast array of new materials and options available to provide 
this care. 

The astute clinician, if he or she desires not only to provide 
beautiful aesthetics, but also for these aesthetics to continue to 
function long term, must be willing to take the steps necessary to 
truly understand the advantages, disadvantages, indications, and 
contraindications of these new materials. Without this knowledge, 
the quality of care delivered will be compromised. 

Join Dr. David Hornbrook for this 2 day lecture as he explores 
our options for aesthetic, metal-free dentistry for our patients in 
applications including smile design, posterior restorative, bridge 
applications, and full mouth rehabilitation.  Discussion will include 
updates of dentinal adhesion, ideal cementation of the new 
materials using the new resin cements, and addressing the role 
function plays in our decision making.  This truly is the “Platinum 
Age” of dentistry and the potential for what we can offer to our 
patients, both aesthetically and functionally, is more exciting and 
rewarding than ever before. 

Learning objectives and subjects covered will include:
 �Understanding the advantages of the new ceramics ideal for 

smile designs

 �The use of lasers to enhance the Aesthetic
 ��Learning how to predictably choose the correct cements for 

different materials that enhance
 �Aesthetics and long term success 
 �Understanding how we can truly be metal-free, even with 

posterior bridges
 �And much, much more…

Hands-on Training
Sunday, June 5, 2016
(8 hrs. CE/AGD Fixed Participation Credit)

MORNING HANDS-ON SESSION

“Ensuring Preparation Success Using the Smile 
Designed Mock-up”
Smile Design and transfer of mock-up to the mouth using 
Luxatemp, and then prep into the Mock-up.

Participation Objectives:
After this course,  you will be able to:

 ��Provide a reliable and predictable technique to help patients 
make their own informed decisions about a potential result 
meeting their expectations.

 �Define the shape and scope of the restorative phase prior to 
providing treatment.

 �Utilization of a prep guide matrix to correctly prepare the teeth 
to achieve the desired smile design 

 �Provide a communicative tool between patient, operator and 
ceramist.

AFTERNOON HANDS-ON SESSION

Veneer Cementation Workshop— 
Optimizing Predictability and Efficiency 
Take the stress out of veneer 
cementation! This hands-on 
workshop provides attendees 
the knowledge and expertise to 
predictably and efficiently cement 
anterior veneers. The clinician reviews 
provisionalization, adhesive bonding, 
finishing and polishing. Learn a 
step-by-step, unique cementation 
process utilizing the “Tack and Wave” 
technique. 

Learn: 
 �How to predictably and confidently 

bond in all-ceramic veneers. 
 �The rationale for the use of 

different adhesive agents and types 
of resin cements. 

 �To implement the shade 
determination process 

The AGD-Nebraska is designated as an 
Approved PACE Program Provider by 
the Academy of General Dentistry. The 
formal continuing education programs 
of this program provider are accepted 
by AGD for Fellowship, Mastership 
and membership maintenance credit. 
Approval does not imply acceptance 
by a state or provincial board of 
dentistry. The current term of approval 
extends from 1/1/2014 to 12/31/2017. 
Provider ID# 219313

PACE
FAGD/MAGD Approved
1/1/2014 to 12/31/2017
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General Information 
The 2016 NAGD Annual Meeting will be a 2 day meeting 
with exhibits on Friday only. There will also be 1-day hands 
on course held on Sunday, June 5, 2016. 

June 3 & 4, 2016 (2-day lecture)

Lecture will be held at the Cornhusker Marriott 
333 S. 13th Street, 402.474.7474

FRIDAY LECTURE SCHEDULE  
(held at The Cornhusker Marriott)
7:15 am. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Registration/Breakfast
7:45 am. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Lecture Begins
11:45 – 1:15 pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Extended Lunch Hour

(A chance to visit the exhibitors)
1:15 pm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Lecture Resumes
4 pm . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Exhibits Close
5:15 pm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Lecture Adjourns

SATURDAY LECTURE SCHEDULE 
7:15 am. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Registration/Breakfast
8 am – 5 pm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Lecture 

SUNDAY HANDS ON SCHEDULE  
(held at UNMC College of Dentistry)
7:15 am. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Breakfast
8 am – 5 pm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Hands-on Course
** Coffee breaks, breakfast and lunch will be provided all 3 days

Registration Form
Please mail registration form and payment to: NAGD, 3622 McLaughlin Drive, Lincoln, NE 68516. Or you can fax your 
registration with credit card to 402.438.2321. Registration can be taken over the phone with a credit card.  

Name                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Staff                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Address                                                                                                                  City                                      State         Zip                             

Phone                                                                                                     Fax                                                                                                        

Email (required)                                                                                                                                                                                                            

  Non-member     Yes: AGD#                                                                                                                                                                                        

PAYMENT METHOD   Amount                                                                                                                                                                                      

  Check (made payable to the NAGD)          Credit card: Credit card type:                                                                                                       

Credit card #                                                                                                    exp. Date                               code on back                                  

Credit Card Address (If different from above)                                                                                                                                                                

Credit Card City, State & Zip (If different from above)                                                                                                                                                       

Phone (If different from above)                                                                                                                                                                                           

Signature                                                                                                                                           Date                                                                                                       

PLEASE NOTE: A $40 processing fee will be applied to all persons requesting a refund (lecture only) or $85 processing fee will be 
applied to all persons requesting a refund for (3 days) before May 10th. No refunds will be issued after May 11th.     

You will receive an email confirmation when your registration is processed.  

Questions? Contact the NAGD office at 402-438-2321 or email info@NebraskaAGD.org

COURSE FEES

AGD Dentists: Fri. & Sat. Lecture. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $1,000  
(Register by 2-29-16 and receive a $100 member only discount)

Non-AGD Dentists: Fri. & Sat. Lecture. . . . . . . . . .         $1,750

AGD Dentists: Entire 3 day Event. . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $1,950 
(Register by 2-29-16 and receive a $300 member only discount) 
(Includes materials, meals and handouts. Lodging not included)

Non-AGD Dentist: Entire 3 day Event . . . . . . . . . .         $2,700 
(Includes materials, meals and handouts. Lodging not included)

Staff Member/Assistants/Hygienists  
(Fri. & Sat. only). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           $   200

Dental Students (Fri. & Sat. only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             $     70

Lab Techs (Fri. & Sat. only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  $   325

Due to the popularity of the lecture and hands on course, we 
encourage you to register early and take advantage of the 
HUGE member discounts if you register by February 29th! 
Space will be limited to 35 doctors for the hands on course on 
Sunday. Register by May 10th to avoid a $45 late fee! 

A block of sleeping rooms have been reserved at the 
Cornhusker Marriott Hotel for $103 until May 13, 2016. Ask 
for the “Nebraska AGD” rate. To make reservations, call 
1-866-706-7706.  



(Left to right) Front row: Dr. Kent Dodson, (Lincoln) and Dr. Travis Antholz, 
(Lincoln). Back row: Dr. Tom St. Germain, (Omaha), Dr. Michael Sesemann, 
(Omaha), Dr. Molly McNeely (Nebraska City) and Dr. Brent Rising (Omaha). 
All received their Fellowship during the AGD Annual Meeting in June.
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C ongratulations again to Drs. Kent Dodson, 
Travis Antholz, Tom St. Germain, Michael 
Sesemann, Molly McNeely and Brent Rising on 

receiving their Fellowship in 2015 AGD Annual Meeting 
in San Francisco.

Also, congratulations to the Nebraska AGD on all the 
awards we received again this year at the AGD Meeting! 

AGD Annual Session in 
San Francisco

Once again the NAGD won the Membership Award, the 
William W. Howard (Newsletter) Award, the CE Award 
of Excellence, the Public Information Award and again 
the Constituent of the Year! We also received Honorable 
Mention for the Advocacy Award. 

Congratulations to everyone on your hard work 
throughout the year!  

(Left to right) Maureen and Dr. Bob Ryan (Duluth, MN), Dr. Bill Reardon, 
(Yankton, SD), Dr. Justin Dillner and his wife Nicole (Hesston, KS) and Dr. 
Molly McNeely (Nebraska City) and her husband Jason. Drs. Reardon, 
Dillner and McNeely are all part of the NAGD Mastertrack and received 
their Fellowship in San Francisco. Dr. Ryan is an AGD Past President and 
currently serves as Chair of the Credentials & Elections Committee.

AGD President, Dr. Carter Brown, presents one of the many awards to 
NAGD Executive Director Julie Berger and NAGD President, Dr. Burke 
Noel at the AGD House of Delegates Meeting on June 18, 2015. 

Drs. Josh Breding (Fargo, ND), Brent Rising, Luke Matranga and his wife, 
Sam. Drs. Breding and Rising received their Fellowship. Dr. Matranga is 
from Omaha and is a Past President of the AGD. 
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PRACTICE EXPERIENCESM WITH PATTERSON DENTAL. 
Call 800.873.7683 or visit pattersondental.com to start living your dental dreams.

PRACTICE EXPERIENCE . . . WITH PATTERSON DENTAL
REVOLUTIONIZE HOW YOUR TEAM AND PATIENTS EXPERIENCE DENTISTRY.
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The NAGD is pleased to 
announce that Justin 
Gufford of UNMC and 

Ashley Chenoweth of Creighton 
were this year’s winners of the 
2015 AGD Student Award for 
Nebraska.

Justin grew up in Cambridge, 
Nebraska. He is married 
to Brandi, who is a dental 
hygienist and they have 2 
girls; 5 and 1. He received 
his undergrad degree in 
Construction Management 
from UNK. He worked as a 
Project Manager for a large 
construction company in 
Omaha before heading back to 
dental school. 

Growing up, Justin always liked 
science. His parents owned a 
custom cabinet company and 
he could see how much they 
enjoyed working with people. 
But why dentistry? He said he 
owes all that to his wife. She 
was the lone infl uence with him 
and he could see how much 
she enjoyed her job. 

His favorite part of dental 
school was getting to meet 
and work with the patients. 
He also told me that he has 
made lifelong friends with his 
classmates. The camaraderie 
of his class and the professors 
is something he will always 
remember and will miss. 

He is excited to begin his 
dental career! He is practicing 
at Panneton Dental Group and 
also practices 1 day a week 
in Lincoln for Dr. Craig Vacek. 
He likes general dentistry so 

that he can offer a variety of 
services and treatments to all 
his patients. He enjoys working 
with children and also really 
enjoys the operative/restorative 
aspect of dentistry where he 
can use his technical skills.

Right now, he is focused 
on continuing to learn from 
his mentors and using that 
knowledge to be the best 
dentist he can be. He is excited 
about his future, for him and 
his family and hopes one day of 
owning his own practice. 

Ashley Chenoweth was born 
and raised in Powell, Wyoming. 
Her family has a registered 
sheep farm and she thought 
she always wanted to be 
a vet. In high school, she 
participated in a “School to 
Work” program and shadowed 
a dental hygienist and that 
was the beginning of her 
journey in dentistry! Ashley 
attended Northwest College 
for 2 years, then went on to 
Sheridan College and obtained 
her dental hygiene degree. 
She received her Bachelor’s 
in Dental Hygiene from the 
University of Wyoming. After 
graduation, she worked full 
time but also volunteered at 
a free dental clinic. Most of 
the patients that came to the 
clinic needed more than just 
a cleaning. That is when she 
realized she wanted to be 
able to do more and become 
a dentist! She recently was 
married in 2015 to Dan, who 
also owns his own crane service 
business. 

2015 NAGD Student Award Winners
By Julie Berger

Her favorite part of dental 
school is being able to work 
with the patient from start to 
fi nish; she likes being able to 
offer comprehensive care to her 
patients. Ashley said that being 
a general dentist helps her to 
be able to offer ALL services to 
her patients. She really enjoys 
the oral surgery and endo 
aspect but likes the variety 
and told me several times how 
she “loves dentistry” and is so 
excited to begin her career! 

She is starting her own practice 
in Powell, from the ground 
up. Although there have been 
some snafu’s with starting the 
building, she hopes to be up 
and running in the spring of 
2016. In the meantime, she 
is practicing 4 days a week in 
Sheridan. 

Ashley is excited to open her 
practice next year and be a 
dental wellness practice and 
offer holistic comprehensive 
dental care focusing on 
prevention and nutrition. 
She wants to offer a peaceful 
atmosphere where patients 
feel relaxed and comfortable 
and can ease their fears about 
seeing a dentist. She was 
grateful for the opportunity 
to attend Creighton and really 
enjoyed her time in Omaha. 

The Nebraska AGD sends 
their best wishes to Justin and 
Ashley as you both begin your 
dental careers! Congratulations 
to you both on being the 
NAGD’s Student Award 
Winners for 2015!

Justin Gufford of UNMC

Ashley Chenoweth of Creighton
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2016 NAGD FALL MEETING & MASTERTRACK

“Occlusion Based on Biologic Models of Health”  
with Dr. James Gerner

Owning the ability to diagnose 
the causes of tooth wear and 
other chewing system dishar-
mony enables the clinician to 
offer a more comprehensive 
and predictable approach to 
patient health and well-being. 
Participants will witness the 
incredible health benefits that 
are possible from a biological-
based approach to diagnosis 
and treatment. Based on exten-
sive research and observation 
of the human chewing system, 
bioesthetics gives you the tools 
to treat today’s challenges 
with confidence and long-term 
success.

You will achieve an 
understanding of how the 
chewing system works based 
on an Optimum Biologic Model 
of health. Naturally occurring 
long lasting occlusions will be 
presented in all age groups 
from children to senior citizens. 

Course objectives for lecture:

 �Why is occlusion important? 

 �Why is a Condylar Stability 
important?

 �What are the Guidelines and 
Principles of Occlusion that 
can be applied to all cases 
in an effort to diagnose and 
treat with confidence? What 
is the relationship of the 
size and form of the Airway 
relative to Sleep Disordered 
Breathing and nocturnal 
bruxism? 

 �How does this apply to the 
everyday dental treatment of 
our patients?

 �Presentation of Naturally 
Occurring Long Lasting 
Occlusions in all age groups. 
Understanding health versus 
disease.

 �Location and size of occlusal 
contacts based on long 
lasting natural occurring 
dentitions.

 �Understanding the role on 
CBCT Scans in analysis of the 
Airway.

C reighton 
University, Faculty, 
1978 to 1992: 

Clinical Instructor, Dept. of 
Periodontics, 1978 to 1979; 
Assistant Clinical Professor, 
Dept of Periodontics, 1979 
to 1980; Assistant Clinical 
Professor, Dept of Fixed 
Prosthodontics,1980-92. 
President, Omaha District 
Dental Society, 1993 to 
1994. Graduate, Center for 
Professional Development, 
1994. Private practice 
since 1977. Graduate, Lee 
Institute, 1996. Faculty, OBI, 
1998 to present.

Lecture

“Occlusion Based on 
Biologic Models of 
Health”
Friday, October 28, 2016 
(8 hours CE/AGD Occlusion 
Lecture Credit) 

Understanding occlu-
sion and its effects on the 
Temporomandibular Joints as 
well as the airway has become 
essential for dentists today. 

Hands-on Training
Saturday & Sunday 
October 29 & 30, 2016
(16 hours CE/AGD Occlusion 
Participation Credit)

“Diagnosis made simple 
using an Accurate 
Articulator System”
Participants will learn where 
the occlusal contacts belong, 
where to adjust and where 
not to adjust. Clinicians will 
understand the parameters 
for diagnosis of occlusal 
disharmony, TMJ dysfunction, 
and the relationship to 
Obstructive Sleep Disorders. 

Participation Objectives:

 �How to take accurate bite 
registrations of archival 
quality. (Demonstration and 
Participation). 

 �The Esthetic Plane of 
Occlusion, the Functional 
Plane of Occlusion & how 
they often differ. 

 �How record the EPO 
accurately. (Demonstration 
and Participation)

 �How diagnosis from a stable 
condylar position differs from 
a preliminary diagnosis.

 �The role of Diagnostic 
Photographs. What views are 
important? Digital Camera 
Systems

 �Mounting of the participant’s 
models using the EPO and 
CR Records.

 �Preliminary Diagnosis of the 
Participants models.

 �The differences between 
Equilibration and 
Coronaplasty.

 �Additive Coronaplasty and 
Subtractive Coronaplasty.

 �Restoring Optimal Function 
to worn dentitions. 

 �The limitations of the 
usefulness of subtractive 
Coronaplasty and why?

 �Based on a Biologic Model 
were to adjust and where not 
to.

 �The Location and Size of 
occlusal contacts. Areas 
where there should not be 
contact.

 �How to diagnose occlusal 
disorders and parafunction.

 �The role of occlusion in 
restoring dental implants.

 �The importance and role of 
anterior proprioceptive tooth 
guidance, horizontal and 
vertical overbite.

 �Participants will be adjusting 
a set of models of an 
actual patient using both 
subtraction and addition.

 �Presentation of actual 
restorative cases ranging 
from minimal dentistry to full 
mouth rejuvenation.

The lecture will be held at the Embassy Suites Downtown in 
Lincoln. The hands on portion will be held at UNMC College 
of Dentistry in Lincoln. Registration information and brochure 
will be mailed out the first part of 2016. Also, watch for more 
information on our website at www.NebraskaAGD.org!

The AGD-Nebraska is designated as an 
Approved PACE Program Provider by 
the Academy of General Dentistry. The 
formal continuing education programs 
of this program provider are accepted 
by AGD for Fellowship, Mastership and 
membership maintenance credit. Approval 
does not imply acceptance by a state or 
provincial board of dentistry. The current 
term of approval extends from 1/1/2014 to 
12/31/2017. Provider ID# 219313

PACE
FAGD/MAGD Approved
1/1/2014 to 12/31/2017



N

Workshop on Dental Medicaid 
Compliance and Auditing

Mr. Calder Lynch, the new 
Medicaid director, spoke for 
an hour regarding his new 
leadership of the program. 
He spoke at length about the 
RAC audits, why they were 
instituted, and how moving 
forward they will try to make 
the audits more tolerable. Mr. 
Lynch reminded the crowd that 
the RAC audits are required 
by the Affordable Care Act 
and that the audit team was 
simply doing the best job they 
could under the mandate. He 
did his best to assure providers 
that their concerns would be 
addressed to the best of his 
ability. Multiple attendees 
attempted to get him to 
promise that a dentist would be 
a part of future RAC audits, but 
under ACA guidelines, this is 
not mandated, and as such, no 
such promise was made. 

Linda Altenhoff, DDS, Director, 
Division of Oral Health, Texas 
Dept. of Health offi ce, spoke 
about patient documentation. 
Among her suggestions was 
to make sure that each dental 
record is genuine, refl ecting 
the actual facts of each case, 
rather than “cloning”, a term 
she used to refl ect records 
that all look exactly the same 
and are a red fl ag for potential 
fraud. She was a staunch 
advocate for “informed 
consent” with regards to all 
procedures, including periodic 
examinations. She stressed 
that any sharp object can 
cause injury and lead to lawsuit 
problems, so it is best that each 
provider inform their patients 
of all risks. 

The fi nal session focused 
on a panel discussion. 
Dr. Jessica Meeske, the 

O n September 22nd, 
the Nebraska 
Society of Pediatric 

Dentistry in conjunction with 
the NDA held a one-day work-
shop in Omaha. The purpose of 
the workshop was to provide a 
forum for Medicaid providers 
to have access to key persons 
involved in the dental program 
at a national and state level. 

The keynote speaker, Lynn 
Mouden, DDS, MPH, chief 
dental offi cer at the U.S. 
Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, spoke for 
an hour at a very high-level 
regarding the importance 
of the Medicaid Program, 
the effect of the Affordable 
Care Act, and the direction 
provided at the Federal-level to 
individual states. 

Ms. Julie Swenson, Program 
Specialist for Dental and Vision 
at the Nebraska DHHS, spoke 
next. Her lecture provided an 
overview for proper coding 
within the Medicaid program. 
She highlighted certain key 
items that have been a source 
of misunderstanding within 
the program and encourage 
those with questions to contact 
her directly. I personally have 
engaged Ms. Swenson and 
found her to be most willing to 
help and encourage others to 
do the same.

symposium organizer, asked 
the most pointed questions 
regarding documentation 
levels. To provide an example, 
Dr. Meeske asked about 
documentation needed 
when ordering a panoramic 
radiograph. According to 
the panel, such a service 
would need supporting 
documentation in the patient 
chart not only describing that 
the service was ordered and 
the interpreted results, but also 
why the service was ordered. 
Dr. Meeske, argued that she 
follows ADA guidelines for 
radiographic exams and that 
in her opinion, following ADA 
guidelines be enough reason 
as to why the radiograph was 
necessary. The panel disagreed 
and stressed that specifi c 
documentation for each case 
is the only way to alleviate 
questions in the event of future 
audits and to provide the basis 
for responsible record keeping. 
I left the panel discussion 
unsure of what this truly means 
or how it will impact record 
keeping, but I do get the sense 
that the Medicaid program is 
becoming very serious about 
providers keeping quality 
dental records.

As a Medicaid provider, I felt 
that Dr. Meeske and team did a 
great service to the NE dental 
community by holding the 
symposium. My own offi ce did 
a follow up two days later with 
Julie Swenson at the Medicaid 
offi ce, to discuss issues 
with pre-authorization and 
documentation. We specifi cally 
talked about:

 Too many offi ces are sending 
in pre-authorization requests 
improperly. Ms. Swenson 
recommended downloading 

the Medicaid Services Fee 
Schedule to review the 
newest Coverage Criteria and 
Limitations.

 Codes D4341 and D4342 are 
only considered if the patient 
has to have at least two years 
of history in the offi ce and 
documented success with 
home hygiene and must be 
pre-authorized.

 Periodontal maintenance 
is only approved if the NE 
Medicaid offi ce approved the 
original SC/RP treatment. 

 Gross debridement can be 
done more than once per year 
without pre-authorization.

 Crowns are only covered 
on molar teeth when 
endodontic therapy has been 
completed and verifi ed with 
radiographs. Premolars and 
Anterior teeth do not require 
endodontic therapy, but must 
have documentation and 
radiographs demonstrating 
need during the pre-
authorization process.

 Nitrous oxide analgesia has 
been “bumped up” in the 
fee schedule to encourage 
use rather than jumping to IV 
sedation. 

 Partials have very specifi c 
coverage and generally require 
pre-authorization. Make sure 
your staff understands all the 
different scenarios with these 
codes.

 D3999, Unspecifi ed 
Endodontic Procedure ($40) 
can be used to alleviate 
endodontic pain and is 
separate from root canal 
therapy. 

 Maxillary 2nd molar 
endodontic therapy is not 
covered if the 1st molar is in 
occlusion.
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OCTOBER 2-4, 2015

NAGD Mastertrack
By Drs. Natalie Leader and Sarah Donner

N AGD hosted Dr. Richard Mounce for the fall Mastertrack 
weekend course. Dr. Mounce started off the fun filled 
weekend on Friday October 2nd with lecture on “State of 

the Art Endodontics for the General Practitioner: Materials, Methods, 
& Guiding Principles.” He covered treatment in endodontics from 
beginning to end including diagnosis, instrumentation, obturation, re-
treatment, reasons for failure, when to do two appointments, and his 
instruments and files of choice. He focused mainly on instrumentation 
to get more predictable and successful results. Cone beam CT imaging 
and its uses in endodontics were touched on briefly. Overall, Dr. 
Mounce delivered an engaging lecture portion of the weekend that 
captivated the room‘s attention.

When registering for a continuing education course, I am always 
hopeful that the quality of the course if great enough to help me 
feel content with the decision to spend time away from my family 
and practice. The NAGD strives to provide quality continuing 
education courses with engaging speakers, pertinent information in a 
comfortable learning environment. The October Master track weekend 
was no exception. 

Dr. Mounce shared his wealth of endodontic knowledge in an engag-
ing lecture and thorough hands on course. The course focused on 
proven and timely endodontic principles. Achieving profound anesthe-
sia prior to initiating endodontic therapy is of utmost importance but 
can be challenging in some cases. An intraosseous anesthesia over-
view was given using the STA/Wand. Utilizing three different types of 
rotary files (Mani Silk, Mounce Files and D&S Cross Cut), participants 
were able to optimally clean and shape the canals of extracted teeth. 
The side by side comparison of the files allowed the clinicians to have 
a better understanding of the tactile feels and flexibilities making it 
easier to determine which system may be best in their practice. 

Ultrasonic units and reciprocating handpieces were also available 
easing identification and negotiation of difficult anatomy. Global 
Surgical Corporation provided microscopes for the course allowing for 
enhanced precision and improved ergonomics. Finally, the obturation 
techniques were completed with E&Q Master Cordless Gutta Percha 
Obturator from Meta BioMed. 

Dr. Mounce was truly committed to helping each participant learn at 
least one new skill set that could be applied to providing improved 
patient care when returning to our offices on Monday. His approach-
able demeanor made the course highly reviewed by all in attendance. 
A special thank you to Dr. Mounce and his family (Laura and Bianca), 
Dr. David McCarty, (an endodontist from Colorado Springs who was 
a perfect co-pilot for the weekend), the team from Mani (a group of 
four who traveled from Japan to share the weekend with us) and Peter 
Lee and Alyssa Newman with Meta Biomed for making the weekend 
a more than worthwhile experience. If you have been contemplating 
signing up for the hands on portion of a Master track weekend, treat 
yourself to the opportunity to better yourself and rejuvenate your 
enthusiasm for our wonderful profession. 

Dr. Richard Mounce lectures to a packed house.

Dr. Molly McNeely

Steve Kampschneider with 
Patterson Dental and Dr. 
Susan Christensen Hands on portion of the weekend.

Peter Lee and Alyssa Newman with Meta Biomed assist doctors with 
the hands on portion.
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“We don’t take a trip. A trip takes us.”  — John Steinbeck

Together, the five of us flew 
into Guatemala City and 
arranged for a local driver to 
take us to the city of Antigua, 
where we set up lodging for 
the week. Unbeknownst to us, 
it happened to be Guatemalan 
Independence Day, so the 
nation was lively. Festivities 
were going on everywhere. 
Early the following morning, 
we drove an hour though 
the hustle and bustle of local 
commuters, weaving in and 
around chicken buses, dogs, 
and motorcycles carrying 
families of four, ultimately 
arriving in the village of 
Peronia. 

The clinic in Peronia was 
packed. The line was out 
the door. Despite a warm 
welcome, things seemed a little 
chaotic. There was unfamiliar 
equipment, a patient flow that 
we didn’t understand, no A/C, 

Dentistry can be 
a rewarding 
profession in many 

ways. Every day we have 
the ability to help improve 
people’s lives, and sometimes, 
dentistry can take us places 
we never imagined it could. 
By volunteering our time and 
dental services, we are able 
to not only reach out to those 
less fortunate, but to also gain 
valuable life experiences and 
see our world. Volunteering can 
be done at the local, regional 
or international level. Here I 
will talk a little bit about my 
experience at the international 
level.

Recently, four co-workers and 
I traveled to Guatemala on a 
week-long volunteer trip in 
conjunction with the Open 
Wide Foundation. Our group 
consisted of two assistants, two 
hygienists, and one dentist. 

no running water, and most 
noticeably a language barrier. 
Fortunately, there were several 
bilingual dental students 
from Guatemala City on their 
externship rotation. After a 
few hours, we had developed 
a somewhat efficient system. 
Patients were being seen 
and we were having fun. Our 
week of clinic work passed 
quickly. Well over one hundred 
patients were cared for by our 
team. The people we treated 
were so appreciative, and 
despite language barriers, their 
resulting smiles delivered a 
clear message. 

Although our main purpose 
was the clinical work, it was 
just a fraction of our adventure. 
The cultural experience was 
amazing. On our “free day,” 
we climbed a volcano with 
a local guide and roasted 
marshmallows over a lava vent. 

We also met a local coffee 
farmer who gave us a tour of 
his coffee farm and showed 
us how to pan roast the beans 
over a fire. 

The trip was rewarding on many 
levels. Not only did we leave 
a positive impact on the local 
people, it left a tremendous 
impact on each one of us. 
It allowed us to see things 
from a different perspective. 
A person can browse all of 
the available dental volunteer 
organizations at www.
internationalvolunteer.ada.org. 
For those who are considering 
going abroad, a useful resource 
is the US Dept of State’s 
website. It has updates on 
international travel safety, 
threat levels, and immunization 
recommendations. I would 
highly encourage all of you to 
volunteer your time and talents 
at some point in your career. 

International Dental Volunteering
by Dr. Brent Rising

(Top left) Our volunteer group (front 
row) and Guatemalan dental students 
(back row). The dental clinic is in the 
background. (Right) Peronia, Guatemala.

(Bottom left) Volunteering at the clinic in 
Peronia. (Right) Arch street in Antigua. 
Aguas Volcano in the background.
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